
Uncle Sam's Frantic Signals Brought Woman to the Rescue^ Canal Zone

SCHOOL AND CHILDREN AT PLAY, EMPIRE, C. Z.

Feminine Contingent at Panama Was in State of
Chaos and Dissatisfaction Until President Taft

Induced Miss Helen Varick Boswell to Or¬

ganize Social and Club Life on Isthmus.

WHEN most of us think of the T
ma Canal we do not thin:
women. It has never seeme«:

logical thing that we should. Steam f

els and men, mosquitos and nvn. mud

muscle and men.these come to mind

urally. Just as naturally as women «

to mind when you think of Faster or

from afar the soun«l of broken wir

panes.
There heing a time and place for e*»

thing, would seem, you say to yoursel
eliminate from serious consideration
suggestion that any one woman has pi;
a most Important part In the construe

of the Panama Canal.
President Taft do«s not feel this

about It. He had to call on a woma<

save the situation from what lot

mightily like disaster. Furthermore,
"{'resident of the United States call «J
this woman by telegraph, and when

begged off. he called again. Then she

lied to the sppeal of her country and si

the dsy.
This woman was Miss Helen Varlck 1

well. 8he comes of Revolutionary an

tors, f««r one tiling; she understands wo

for another. Perhaps the first clrc

stance has something to do with the
lii.it Miss Helen Varick Poswell li

fight, t.
She was born in Baltimore, but cam«

New York City in her early glrlh«
Why? For the purpose, apparently,
Identifying hersflf with the progrcs;
movtmenls of the metropolis. Anyway,
did Join these movements soon afterwi
8he saraod her LL. B. U«'gr<.o that

might utilize her legal training In her p
11«,- work.

SHE UNDERSTANDS WOMEN.

That she understands women and that

government of the United States «li.l

was proved by Miss Boswell when si««.

Put tiiat Is what this stoiy Mils fu

i re la no resaoi toi omitting at the o

¦et, however, that, in addition :

prominent Ira .>) the Ameri«
Revolution work, M
of the Forum Club, of New York CI
chairman of the eommlttss on imlusn
conditions and child labor of i

"i'ork Btat« Federation of Women's Clubs
brilliant and witty sp«.-ker, shrewd, kin«j
broad minded and, t.« sum it all up, s "gi
ni -.

dent of the Unii
i- -i toswell to go to Panan

I.iMi II .... Vil«

¦Ml
had fixed things so th<

y«i- i,«thing for the women at Panama

do fe-ctly hapi >¦ The worn

at i that s thoughtful
ment had »m«>oth«>d all the difficulties fw
their pat)

:« nation was becoming acute. Mci
ber¡ ol «»«¦ National Civic Federation car

back U. the «täte» fn.m g visit to Panan

lull «.i for what was bolng dor
but i.!i\ing noted « state of unrest.

Women found houses ."nlshed, furnishe
i .en, pérfecl In every detail. Amoi

the «aoBMU were r. presentatlves of evei

¦on l ..h ¡n a piontMT atmospher
without the troublas and hardship* whi<
ordinarily w« M t«Og<StlMr such elen¬
der such condition« Worse still, Um wem«

ha\ing «.-vei-v thing attended «o for them
a paternal government were bored to deal
-and Aadded signs oí honMotckness w«

developing all along the line.
The canal authorities felt trouble ws

brewing. If they wanted to keep the mi

at their po««ts something must be done t

make the women content. Men were as)

tug for leave t>f absence, and the women

homesickness was fan developing to thi

stage that nothing but a visit "home" coul

Why don't you do something for th
Women? You've done everything possibl
for th« men," was suggested to Presiden
Taft.
Mr. Taft grasped at the suggestion an.

wired Hel«-n Vat.rk Hoswell, asking. "Wll
you go «o I'miama?" Min«. Hoswell. im

nursed in some of her many engagement
snd Interests, wired back substantially
»-lorry, but too busy."
"For pity's sake go down, find out whnt'i

the matt« i -.ml <!«, «Oiasthtng to make th«
worn. B Stay," the pMühP-nt jmp)««red

FOUR MONTHS OF PERSUASION.

This was in June, and It took until Octo¬
ber for her to become convinced that Mr

Taft would not take no for an answer. The
result of the animated correspondence was

that Mi. Taft sent Miss IJoswell to th«

isthmus to Inquire Into the situation and
make suggestions. Colon««! Goethals was In¬

structed to put Into effect any suggestion»
she made which seemed practicable.
Now, the problem was this: In the be¬

ginning the conditions on the Isthmus were

frightful. Sewerage was unknown, Ilk«-

.alse drainage of any kind. The poisonous
¦urface water was th«» only kind known.

Mosquitoes were a mysterious Infliction
from the good Ood, and the Illness and

death following their visitation were, of

course, never thought of as necessary con¬

sequences.
To-day to b« bitten by a mos«»ulto In

Panama is a rarer occurrence than to bo

Mttaa by a mad dog In Nsw Jersey. Miss

- »veil remember» one mosquito biting her
and reported the fact to Colonel Ooethal»!
The tilth In the streets of the old SpanlRl

towns surpasses any idea not gained b;
actual experience In like circumstances
Miss Poawell saya: "I alwa>-8 carried i

botUe of smelling salts In my walks.no
that I was afraid of fainting, but to get ar

occasional respite from the dreadful odors.'
At first the men lived Indents. But wltl

the backing of Pncle Sam's might ani
millions a marvellous transformation took
piace. Dirt and disease were routed. Tht
noat modern sanitation In all ways becam«
an accomplished fact. Every house lr
I'ncle Sam's domain owned a tile anc

ce ment bathroom, with shower baths, anc

the authorities saw to It that they wen

used, Ancon Hospital was idillt, unexcelled
In beauty and equipment by any In th«
world. The largest, best equipped bakerj
In the World »prang Into being. The gov
ernnifnt distilled all the drinking water

and In the Canal Zone the sanitary drink¬
ing cup was !n common use before it wai

thought of In the State».
The government supplied houses, fuel

hclit and drinklnrr water without cost U

its employee. Nothing came out of thelt
I ay but food and clothes, and that pay la
from 40 to 71 per cent mere than Is paid for
the same work In the Ftates. This was, ol
course, to Induce the men they wanted to

pi to Panama, as it was regarded as an
almost IrnpcssiMe proposition.
One of the results of this combination ol

circumstances Is that hundreds of thousands
0. dollars came Up to savings banks he*«",
and when the woik Is finished the men whu
have bulll it will almost every one have a

nie little sum to invest In a home or a

1 usines«:.

WOMEN BEGIN TO ARRIVE.
.Veen work was begun on the »anal the

men wie. rushed there in thousands were of
the adventurous type. As the work ad-
winced and conditions became more conven-

and stable a need arose for compan-
lonshlp and homes. It was forcibly im¬

pressed on the authorities that as soon as

the isthmus emerged from Its first state of
chaos, turbulence and lawlessness It 0701
up to tho government to make It pos¬
sible for men to bring their wives down.
The "married quarters" were built, and the
men who had wives sent for them, and most
of the others came up to the "Mates" and
persuadesd their sweethearts that matri¬
mony was one grand .-w-t.-t s«ng at Pan¬
ama. You will note the plot thickens.
Mow when men foregather social distinc¬

tions diop out of sight, as a rule. The
government had erected clubhouses, put
them in charge of the Young Men's Chris¬
tian Association, and the men all used them
amicably. But.do you begin to see thö

for Miss Boswell's appearance?.with
the advent of the women social lines began
to be drawn and sets and cliquets developed
In t _e Canal Zone. The army set and the
civilians In their different strata did not hit
it off.
Without any preconceived notions of what

ought to be done. Miss Boswell arrive at
Panama. The first things that she dis¬
covered were magnificent clubhouses one In
each of the American towns on the Isth¬
mus, and they were standing idle and
empty all day long, for the men u«ed them
only at night. N'ot many person« realize
that there are eight large American towns
in tht: Canal Zone.
Colon Is where the steamer land«, the old

Spanish town on the Atlantic side. Chrls-
tobal Is the ilrst American town; then
Gatun (where the big docks are); Gorgona,
where the machine shops are; Kmplre,
Whetce the clerical force l« ma»«<d; Cu¬
lebra, where the member» of the commis¬
sion have their headquarters; Paraíso,
Pedro, Miguel and Ancon, over on the Pa¬
cific side. There, too. Is the Hotel Tivoli,
built by the government and on a par with
the biggest and best summer hotel« In the
United States *for comfort and cuisine.

AN ENGINE ALL HER OWN.
"When It came to getting al>out from

place to place the two passenger trains a

day were found most Inadequate, and
Colonel Goethals authorized Miss Boswell
to commandeer an engineer and his engine
when she wanted to get anywhere, and for
two months she went up and down the
Isthmus, looklig Into the trouble and mak¬
ing up her mind aa to the remedy.

"I certainly did qualify aa a member of
the Rroth.rhood of Locomotive Knglneera."
»aid Miss Boswell laughing. "I muai nave
travelled hundred» of miles."
When Miss Boawell had surveyed and

sized up the situation she applied the rem¬
edy. Being a w< man »he knew what a

mere man would not suspect. It waa the
old "idle hands" and Satan looming in the
offing. Ev.n to-day the majority of men
think that If a woman has everything that
she ought to want ahe muet of neces¬

sity be content. Here was a system by
Which pretty nearly everything In her par-
ticular world wa» settled for her, and she
WM supposed to »It on the shelf and look
pleasant.and a surprised and pained net
at men It was when "lovely woman" i*-
fused to fill that particular part assigned
to h.r
All Miss Hosv-.el) did wa» to size up the

situation.call on the women to organise t

BACHELOR OFFICERS' QUARTERS, PANAMA.

and sit In the game again. Ennui fled and
excitement reigned; for the first time in,
months the women were busy talking over

the situation and expressing their views
Clubs were organised In «very town to
m»et in the idle «lubhnuses. until then u»ed
only by the men

It was the old story of "The Colonel's
Iaady, Judy O'Orady." Those who really
cared for music were drawn Into the affilia¬
tion of "musical mornings." Civics, litera¬
ture, etc.. did the work of sorting out from

the mass those whose tastes and Interests
harmonlr.ed.
The different denominations had wor¬

shipped In union chapels.all but the Cath¬
olics, who found churches of Spanish days
waiting for them. Now almost every n«-

nomination has its own church, tret n the
American Catholics have built their own
house of prayer and have Kngllsh speak¬
ing priests. Many of the most dlstlngulshe«!
Protestant clergy occupy the pulpits of the
different denominations. After the various

clubs were formed Ml»» Boswell organized
the Canal Zone Federation of Woman's

Hubs, and then they Joined the general
federation, and will be well represented by
delegates when thst body holds Its blsnnlal
convention In San Francisco next summer.

In the Hotel Tivoli Is a magnificent salon

which Is known as the Preitdent's Room

and only used when the President or his

representative is In Panama. Just before

leaving for homo Miss Bosw'ell suggested
that th« Canal Zone federation should b«

INTERIOR OF BAKERY WHICH SUPPLIES 35,000 EMPLOYES IN CANAL ZONE.

New York Civic Worker Found That Women, Life

Being Made Too Easy for Them, Were Flocking
Away and Taking Men with Them; So She Pro¬
ceeded to Create New Interests for Them.

liivitM to use It for their meeting. Her

suggestion was hailed with acclamation and

the federation met in the room, which whs

elaborately decorated with flags for their

use, and bade farewell to the "Mother of

the Canal Zone Federation."
When President Tait visited the Isthm'is

¡he commended m st warmly the work
done by the women. They have tajeen I
charge of the running «ff the schools. When

twelve hundred organized women demand «1

graded schools they Rot them. All the
women ha«i known that reading matter was1

««FAMILY QUARTERS" IN CRISTO¬
BAL, C. Z.

-1 almost non-exist«nt on the Isthmus. After

they organised they went to work to ram-

!edy that situation, with the result that «II
the clubhouses have good libraries.

The great bakery turns out seven thou-
sand loaves Of bread and three thousand
rolls every «lay. The worn« n suggested In¬
do lug ea«-h bread unit in a white en¬

velope as it came from tho oven.

When It becomes rMOgaSar** that a pa¬
tient should he taken to the hospital he

must be carried on a stretcher and trans-

ported by train. These stretchers are of
the simplest construction-four solid l«"g*i
to rest upon, with frame and handles. Th«j

patient was exposed to files and mos |ult03S.
The women suggested extending tho sup-

ports that did duty as legs and adding
simple canopies of mosquito nettli.g.
Adopted!
Playgrounds came into existence One

was particularly planned and fitted out
near the old Spanls-h cathedral. When It
was put in commission the notice was read
In all the churches that the government
made a present of the playground to the
Panamans. The succeeding day mother«

Land children came In crowds, but they
didn't know h.«w to play! The Amerlcan."
took their children down and gave an ob¬

ject lesson. Now the playgrounds are most
«*nt h ii¦»I.-inui ally patronised.
When .Miss Uoswell first arrived at the

Canal Zone she went through the painful
sensation of seeing her cherished lingerie
beaten on atones In the waier« of any-

handy stream 8he suffered as did Mark
Twain when he watched to see "how long
it took to break a stone with his shirt
front:.*
At present the most modern and well

equipped laundries handle the clothes of
the people. Panamans are employed in

the laundry, and incidentally hundreds
are thus learning a trade

These are only a few instaures of what
the women have done since Helen Varíele

Boswell turned them from an unhappy lot

of useless unit» Into an organi-aüon busy
and helpful.and consequently happy.
Miss Boswell doesn't, look formidable. As

»he talked of her work In Panama It did
»»em rather an astounding thing to dis¬
cover such humor, force and clearness of
vision In a little lady clad in blue negligee,
with a duck of a cap on her pretty hair
But tills little woman helped l'ncle San
at a critical moment v> hen she dug the

women out of a slough of despond and
utilized the fore» that was going to waste,
turning It Into a powerful influence for

HOSPITAL. BANDSTAND AND
SCHOOL AT GORGONA, C. Z.

uplift and piogress in »very d»p«rtm»nt of
life In the Canal Zone

It has been one of the dreams of Colons'
Goethals and the men who are helping him
to dig the Panama Canal, that some day
after th«- canal Is finished and the people of
the United ttOtOO "discover'* it. It will be

come one of the most famous and popular
winter resorts of the world. To a large ex-

tent, th» attractions of the Canal Zone are

already drawing winter tourist». The list
of those who have booked passage for
Panama thi-* winter contains many distin¬
guished names
The Canal Zone has not only become

habitable-it has developed a social life of
It« own that has many of the best features
of life in the United States: and when
American tourists 1» cln to flock to the
Isthmus they will find not an uncivilised
jungle but a plac« with all the things that
make life worth living in any of our com

munltles, down t<> the Young: Mena Ohrle-
tlan Association and the WO___M*t clubs.
What Helen Varlrk Bo«we!l accomplished

seems to me to be worthy of being com¬

pared to what the engineer» did when

they dug up and put inn» commission ths
abandoned machinery of Krance.and »h»

«-ertatnly Is to be thanked for th» help BOO

ha» l»nt to metamorphose Panama from a

pe.t hole into-a near-Paradise.
-eg.

THE GREA i STEADIER.
John I). Hocketeller, Jr., impressing on

hi» Bible «-¡.«s» the steadying Influence of
a good wife, arniled and said:
"A minister once a»ke<l a young man on

a train:
" *l»o you smoke, »IrT
" No, sir,' wa» the reply.
" 'I »uppo»e you drink.that Is to taf-

moderately?'
" 'No. sir, I abstsin.' answered the young

man.
" Po you gamble*"
" '»No, air.'
" 'Swear?'
" No, air."
" 'Young man," »aid the minuter, with «aa

air at once pleased and pussled-young
man, what are you, anyway?*

*' 'I'm married.' the soiing ma» an¬
swered. "

THE CENSOR.
"Eugene Walter la making a t,r«at hit In

London with hi» strong drama, 'The Easi¬
est Way"," said a manager. "I dined with
Walter at the Café Boyal last month. He
talked a lot about the English censor.
"He gave me a good illustration of the

grandmotherly way the censor tréete a

play. He »aid a playwright had this ps«-
sag* In ¦ love »cene:
" 'Then, dearest Mabel, we will meet to¬

night at 10 In the old lane, by the ruined
mill. There should be lovely moonlight.'
"The censor ran his blue pencil through

tht» paragraph, and requested in the msr-

gin that it be changed to:
" 'Then, Miss Mabel, we will meet In »h»

garden this afternoon at i-provlded. of

course, your mother can l>e present The
Weather promises to be cloudless.' "


